Conditions of Play
Bowls Wellington v Bowls Canterbury Representative Challenge
Date: Saturday 28th & Sunday 29 November 2026
Venue: Naenae Bowling Club (Naenae Stadium is back-up) (TBC)
Format: Ryder Cup-style representative fixture featuring all players playing fours, pairs and singles.
1. Event Overview
The Bowls Wellington v Bowls Canterbury Representative Challenge is a 4 round inter-centre bowls fixture to be played in a Ryder Cup-style format. The event is designed to provide competitive representative play across fours, pairs and singles, with both men and women representing their respective centres. This event is to help Centres better prepare for the National Intercentre. 
2. Participating Sides and Team Composition
Each centre shall field a representative squad consisting of 16 players: eight men and eight women. The participating centres are Bowls Wellington and Bowls Canterbury.
Each side shall appoint a Team Manager for communicating with event officials, and managing their team matters during the event.
These squads will be split into 2 Fours, 4 Pairs and 8 Singles for their respective rounds with men playing men and women playing women. 
3. Playing Format
Both sides will compete across all disciplines, with the overall result determined by the total points won across the programme. 
Sides will be nominated by their manager each round and ranked in the following way:
Fours:
Well Team 1 v Can Team 1 
Well Team 2 v Can Team 2
Pairs:
Well Team 1 v Can Team 1
Well Team 2 v Can Team 2
Well Team 3 v Can Team 3
Well Team 4 v Can Team 4


Singles:
Well Player 1 v Can Player 1
Well Player 2 v Can Player 2
Well Player 3 v Can Player 3
Well Player 4 v Can Player 4
Well Player 5 v Can Player 5
Well Player 6 v Can Player 6
Well Player 7 v Can Player 7
Well Player 8 v Can Player 8

These are submitted blindly with the other side not knowing the make-up of each other’s side. 
4. Conditions for Play
· All matches shall be played under the current Laws of the Sport of Bowls and any applicable domestic regulations adopted by Bowls New Zealand.
· The Controlling Body may amend the format, number of ends, or conditions where required due to weather, green availability, time constraints, or other operational matters.
· Trial ends shall be permitted before the start of the first match only. 
· Conditions are as following:
- Fours – 15 ends or 2 hours 15 mins (Round 2 and 3)
- Pairs – 18 ends or 2 hours 15 mins (Round 1 and 4)
- Singles – 25 or 2 hours 15 mins (Round 2 and 3)
*please note the time limit is to help with finish time for Sunday afternoon*
5. Scoring and Result
· Each discipline shall be worth two match points.
· The side winning a discipline shall receive two points.
· If a discipline is drawn, each side shall receive one point.
· The declared winner of the challenge shall be decided by Match Points, then Differential, then Shots For.
6. Team Lists and Playing Order
Team Managers shall submit their selected players and playing order to the opposition and controlling body 30 minutes prior to the start of the next round. This will often be before the previous round has finished. Once submitted, team lists cannot be amended unless approved by the controlling body. 
7. Substitutes and Replacements
Substitutes or replacements may be permitted only with the approval of the Controlling Body and in accordance with the Laws of the Sport. Where a player is unable to continue due to illness, injury, or other valid reason, the Team Manager must notify the Controlling Body as soon as practicable.
8. Umpires, Disputes and Controlling Body
The Controlling Body shall have overall responsibility for the conduct of the event. Any disputes, protests, or questions regarding interpretation of these Conditions of Play shall be referred to the Controlling Body, whose decision shall be final. Umpires appointed for the event shall act in accordance with the Laws of the Sport.
9. Weather, Interruptions and Abandoned Play
In the event of adverse weather, poor light, green conditions, or any other interruption, the Controlling Body may suspend play, reduce the number of ends, alter the programme, or abandon play. If play is abandoned, the Controlling Body shall determine whether completed results will stand and how the overall result will be recorded.
10. Dress and Conduct
Players shall wear approved representative attire for their respective centre. All players, officials and team personnel are expected to conduct themselves in a respectful and sporting manner consistent with the spirit of the game and the representative nature of the fixture.
11. Programme and Schedule
The detailed programme, reporting time, practice arrangements, lunch break and order of disciplines shall be confirmed by the Controlling Body and circulated to Team Managers before the event.
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